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APPLICATION for ZONING HEARING BOARD 
Appeal / Interpretation / Variance 

Circle applicable selection above.      
 

BOROUGH OF HUMMELSTOWN 
261 QUARRY ROAD 

HUMMELSTOWN PA  17036 
PHONE: (717) 566-2555 FAX: (717) 566-3324 

www.hummelstown.net 
 
 

 
Property Address for Review: _______________________________________________________ 
 
 

Applicant Information: 

Name: _________________________________ Company:________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ________________________ Email:____________________________________________ 

Attorney Information: 

Name: _________________________________ Company:________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ________________________ Email:____________________________________________ 

Property Owner Information (If other than Applicant): 

Name: _________________________________ Company:________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ________________________ Email:________________________ ____________________ 

 

Property Information: 

Current use of the Property:    ______________________________________________________ 

Property is described and used as follows (if necessary, attach map or sketch): 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

File No: __________________ 
 

Date Received: ____________ 

http://www.hummelstown.net/
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The interpretation or relief through variance sought by Appellant/Applicant, citing the present zoning 
classification or property and the section of the Zoning Ordinance under which the interpretation, 
exception, or variance is requested:  
 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

The Grounds for appeal for interpretation, or variance are:_________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

For an appeal for interpretation, attach a true copy of the order, requirement, decision, or 
determination of the Zoning Officer.  
 

Signature of the Applicant: __________________________________  Date: ________________ 

*** Please attach any relevant documentation to the Application.  
All documentation and payment must be submitted with application, at least 31 days prior to the 
Zoning Hearing Board meeting date. For a list of application deadlines and meetings dates please 
contact the Borough office. 
 

Official Use Only  

 DATES Fee Paid: $750.00 Res/$1,000.00 Non-Res 

Received   
 

Notices Issued to:  
____________ Neighbors            
____________ Primary Property 
____________ Website  
____________ Borough Office   

Publication - 1st   

Publication - 2nd   

Hearing   

Order   
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Zoning Hearing Board 
 Standards for Hearing 

 
Variance & Hardship Criteria 
 
A variance is a means to obtain relief from the strict application of the requirements of the zoning 
ordinance to fit the land it regulates. It enables a property owner to use his or her land which, due to 
specific location, topography, size, or shape, otherwise would not be suitable for development under 
the strict interpretation of the zoning ordinance. The Zoning Hearing Board has exclusive authority to 
grant a variance, based on 5 specific criteria. 
 
General Standards for Variances 
There are five criteria that the Zoning Hearing Board will consider, as applicable, when determining 
whether a variance to the Borough Zoning Ordinance is necessary. These five criteria are located in 
Section 910.2.a. of the Pennsylvania Municipal Planning Code, as well as Section 27-2107 of the  
Borough Zoning Ordinance. The criteria are as follows:  
 
1. There are unique physical circumstances or conditions, including irregularity, narrowness, or 
shallowness of lot size or shape, or exceptional topographical or other physical conditions peculiar to 
the particular property and that the unnecessary hardship is due to such conditions, and not the 
circumstances or conditions generally created by the provisions of this chapter in the neighborhood or 
district in which the property is located.  
 
2. Because of such physical circumstances or conditions, there is no possibility that the property can 
be developed in strict conformity with the provisions of this chapter and that the authorization of a 
variance is therefore necessary to enable reasonable use of the property.  
 
3. Such unnecessary hardship has not been created by the applicant.  
 
4. The variance, if authorized, will not alter the essential character of the district or neighborhood in 
which the property is located, nor substantially or permanently impair the appropriate use or 
development of adjacent property, not be detrimental to the public welfare.  
 
5. The variance, if authorized, will represent the minimum variance that will afford relief and will 
represent the least modification possible of the regulations in issue.  
 
In granting any variance, the Zoning Hearing Board may attach such reasonable conditions and 
safeguards as it may deem necessary to implement the purposes of this act and the zoning ordinance, 
as is stated in the Pennsylvania Municipal Planning Code, Section 910.2.b. 
 

 
I, the applicant, have received and read the Standard for the Zoning Hearing Board application. 

 
____________________________________________________________                        ___________________________ 

Signature of Applicant                                       Date 
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